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ears between 1841 and 1847, after which date his reductions became very rare, he had enormously iminished the sum he owed.
Under Balzac's will his widow might have efused to acknowledge any liability for his debts, ut she set to work bravely, with the aid of 1M. Dutacq and Fessart, to make as much aoney as she could out of Balzac's published /orks, and to bring before the public those that rere still unpublished. In this way " Mercadet s Faiseur " was acted a year after Balzac's death, nd " Les Petits Bourgeois" and " Le Depute I'Arcis " were published, the latter being finished, ,ccording to Balzac's wish, by Charles Rabou. ; Les Paysans," which was to have filled eight rolumes, and of which, as we have already seen, mly a few chapters were written, presented great Lifnculty; but at last Madame de Balzac, aided >y Champfleury and by Charles Rabou, managed o give some consistency to the fragment, and it Appeared in the Revue de Paris in April, May, and rune, 1855. Unfortunately, however, no informa-ion was given as to the unfinished state in which t had been left by Balzac, and therefore no :xplanation was offered of the insufficiency of the lenouement, and the inadequacy of the last ihapters. Madame de Balzac worked hard, and ong before her death in April, 1882, the whole )f Balzac's debts were paid off.
This was most creditable to her; but side by iide with her admirable conduct in this respect,I " La Genese d'un Roman de Balzac/' by the Vicomte de Spoelberch de Lovenjoul.es Vues, 1850 : Mort de Balzac/' by Victor Hugo.hority on Balzac, throws grave douhts on the acciiracy of the story. the case, and may be found in " Un dernier chapitre de I'Histoire des (Euvres de H. de Balzac/' by the Vicomte de Spoelberch de Lovenjoul.
